
 

 

 

 

 

Retiree Reflections, Ruminations, and Ramblings (R4) 

Issue #4 (March 2020) 

 
I wrote three issues of R4 quite a while back for reasons that now escape me (presumably as 

another vehicle for communicating with members of our Association). The opening screen of 

our esteemed website (www.slcretirees.weebly.com) still displays (toward the bottom, right) a 

link to the most recent issue, which is now a year old. Its continuing presence finally shamed 

me into coming up with another issue – so if you have problems with it, blame our webmaster.  

Keep Calm and Wash Your Hands 

I certainly don’t want to make light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), and our Association is full of 

“mature” folks who are potentially more at risk. But – as you doubtless know - there are some 

very basic steps that we can take to protect ourselves. To reduce exposure to a range of 

illnesses, including the common cold, influenza, and COVID-19, you should: 

• wash your hands often with soap and water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer 

• sneeze and cough into your sleeve 

• avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth 

• avoid contact with people who are sick 

• stay home if you are sick 

There is NO need to wear a mask if you are well. If you are feeling ill, call your health care 

provider or Telehealth Ontario (1.866.797.0000) 

Things Are Great According to CAAT 

You presumably received recently an up tempo email from our Pension Folks with the heading 

“CAAT Pension Plan’s benefits remain very secure.” I was underwhelmed by this news, and 

replied as outlined below. If you feel the same way, I encourage you to reply along similar lines 

so that our concerns and disappointment are made clear. 

I would derive greater enjoyment from reading cheery emails about the healthy financial state of 

the CAAT Pension Plan if I saw any indication that those in charge planned to address the 

increasing challenge facing those who have continue to contend without any indexing for years 

of service prior to 1992. I outlined my views in a previous submission, so will attach it rather 

than repeating my points. [This attachment is NOT attached but it can be provided, upon 

http://www.slcretirees.weebly.com/


request.] In response to that submission, I received – as I have after previous efforts to get your 

attention – a polite but totally non-committal response from CAAT.  

I appreciate that you have other obligations to consider, and I commend those involved for their 

achievements in building up a healthy surplus for the CAAT Fund. But I find it unconscionable 

that you have no specific time frame or benchmark for restoring pension indexing for those who 

built the community college system over its first three decades, and more. I can’t help wondering 

if the strategy is to hold out until most of the old timers are dead and those remaining will no 

longer represent a significant financial obligation. You will, of course, strenuously deny that, but 

it seems a reasonable interpretation in light of your strong financial position, the plight of long 

time retirees whose pension payments continue to erode, and the lack of any specific and helpful 

response from CAAT.  

Upcoming Events for Retirees 

Subject to potential complications arising from the Coronavirus, please note these dates: 

Wednesday April 15, 10:30 until 11:30, coffee and conversation at 1066 King West. 

Tuesday May 12, 10:30 until 12:00 (followed by optional lunch) AGM at the Cataraqui Golf Club 

immediately west of the Kingston Campus. Stay tuned for confirmation of these events or, if 

necessary, their postponement. 

Test for Seniors 

I know that as we get older, the memory gets a little fuzzy at times. We wonder if the brain is 

still firing on all cylinders. Not to worry. I have undertaken extensive research and am happy to 

offer reassurance that if you can answer this simple test correctly, you have nothing to fear.  

1. Johnny's mother had three children. The first child was named April. The second child 

was named May. What was the third child's name? 

2. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the world? 

3. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by four feet? 

4. Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the summer. How is this 

possible? 

5. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg. Why not? 

6. If you were running a race, and you passed the person in 2nd place, what place would 

you be in now? 

7. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in another field, how many 

haystacks would he have if he combined them all in a third field? 

Answers on next page (no peeking ahead) 

  

 



Answers to Seniors Test 

1. Johnny, of course 

2. Mt. Everest; it just wasn't discovered yet. 

3. There is no dirt in a hole. 

4. Billy lives in the Southern Hemisphere. 

5. You can't take pictures with a wooden leg. You need a camera.  

6. You would be in 2nd. You passed the person in second place, not first. 

7. If he combines all of his haystacks, they all become one big haystack. 

 

Importance of Proofreading 

For those who think putting out these 

issues must be quick and easy, the 

accompanying photo illustrates the 

confusion that can arise if one does not 

carefully proofread documents before 

publishing them. I hope you now have a 

greater appreciation for my efforts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


